
Right Reverend Conwell Correspondence 
 

20.52 Draft of Sermon or Lecture on the Church, Fragmented 
 

20.53 Latin Altar Cards 

 

20.55 To Archbishop Carroll, from Bishop Conwell, Bishop England’s Constitution; comments 

on such by Bishop Conwell; introduction of a principle of democracy in ecclesiastical 

legislation 

 

20.56 Discourse on education (six sides) 

 

20.57 A Sermon on “What is a Saint” The Author is unknown; probably Bishop Conwell 

 

20.58 Rough draft of pastoral on lent and regulations of Abstinence; Meat on Sunday, Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday; no meat on Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent and Palm Sunday 

 

20.72 From Tavern Keeper, remembrance of a Tavern keeper of the meeting of St. Mary’s; 

Reverend William Hogan was present 

 

20.73 To Bishop Conwell, from a lover of the Church of God and not of injustice, a letter 

condemning Bishop Conwell for his handling of the Hogan matter; mentions Hoganism, 

Reverend William Hogan, and reactions of the Protestant Community (4 sides) 

 

20.74 To Bishop Conwell, from Trustees of St. Mary, conditions upon which the trustees will 

accept a pastor; mentions Father Harold 
 

20.75 Supplement to charter of the Trustees of St. Mary 

 

20.76 Answer to a False Friend of the Civil and Religious Liberties of Man, many and nobody, 

controversy justifying the right of the Bishop to appoint and remove priests; attaches: 

“Elucidations of the Remarks of Richard Bayard on the case of the corporation styled the 

trustees of the Roman Catholic Society worshipping at the church of St. Mary’s, City of 

Philadelphia (13 Sides) 

 

20.77 “A candid exposition of the case of the Reverend William Hogan,” (two sides – looks 

like it was written in Conwell’s hand) 

20.78 To Senate, House of Representatives, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, subscribing 
members of St. Mary’s Congregation, seeking changes in charter of incorporation of St. 

Mary’s 

 

20.80 Rough Draft of statement concerning excommunications of Reverend William Hogan; 

mentions Bishop England; in Latin 

 

20.83 To Conwell, Attached copies of wills of John Lewis, Robert Molyneux, and Robert 

Harding 

 

20.62 08/27/1786, last will and testament of Anthony Groves 

 
20.64 From Reverend Robert Molyneux, St. Mary’s County, Maryland, 06/13/1805, last will 

and testament of Reverend Robert Molyneus.  Attached testimony that this is a true 

authentic copy, 01/20/1809 

 

20.85 To Conwell, from Cardinal Pedicini, 09/10/1810, Faculties of Priesthood (Latin) 

 



20.01 To Bishop Conwell, from Maria O’Donnell, Quebec, 03/13/1817, friendly letter 

 

20.69 From Hugh Boyle, 11/26/1819, indenture of Bridget Boyle to Giles Knight of Bensalem 

 

20.54 1820, copy of contract stating Francis Neale has legal right to St. Joseph’s Chapel, 

houses, Chattel, etc.  It is not filled in, signed, nor sealed 
 

20.81 To Conwell, from Secretary, Propagation of the Faith, 09/10/1820, faculties – 9 points (in 

Latin) 

 

20.50 To Bishop Conwell, from Monsignor Bernard Mauermann, 10/24/1820, the address of 

King Antoine Clement sent to the Bishop in French 

 

20.60 11/1820, supplement to act to incorporate R.C. Congregation of Baltimore Town; 

mentions Archbishop Marechal, Reverend James Whitfield as Rector.  Trustees of 

Cathedral Church of Baltimore 

 

20.79 To Mr. B. O’Boyle, from Anonymous, 1821, deregotory and threatening letter not to 
come near the school house at election of the trustees of St. Mary; mentions Father 

Hogan 

 

20.20 To Bishop Conwell, from Charles B. Maguire, 01/07/1821, congratulations from Maguire 

to Bishop Conwell for his appointment in the United States.  Maguire goes on to tell 

Conwell that there is a lot of dissent in the place he is to come to, and that he will be 

praying for him.  Maguire tells the bishop that priests are desperately needed in 

Greensburg.  Maguire says he would like to go back to Germany but he worries about his 

parishioners, that he would have to leave behind.  Maguire is thinking of going to 

Philadelphia but decides against it.  Maguire also tells Conwell of a group of the “most 

dispossessed men of the congregation” went to Harrisburg in order to procure land that 
left to Maguire by a Flemish Friar named Theodor Browers.  The bill was passed by the 

House of Representatives, not by the Senate.  Maguire wishes to remain at the parish. 

 

20.03 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Dimetrius Gallitzin, 02/09/1821, congratulations on 

appointment as Bishop of Philadelphia; request for renewal of faculties; mentions Bishop 

Egan; warns against trusteeism in Philadelphia 

 

20.04 To Bishop Conwell, from Mr. J.H. Sullivan, 04/13/1821, for some unknown reason, 

Sullivan must get out of Philadelphia; he asks Bishop Conwell to look after his wife and 

children 

 

20.05 To Bishop Conwell, from A. MacDonald, Philadelphia, 05/15/1821, sympathetic letter to 
Conwell about recent distressful events in the Philadelphia Church, Hogan Schism 

 

20.06 To Unknown Cardinal, from Bishop Conwell, 05/22/1821, situation and difficulties with 

Father Hogan (in Latin) 

 

20.59 From Trustees of the Catholic Cathedral Church of Baltimore, 05/23/1821, Meeting of 

the Catholic Cathedral Church in Baltimore 

 

20.07 To Bishop Conwell, from Mr. Francis Varin, 06/28/1821, Asks Bishop’s advice about 

applying for German Church in Baltimore 

 
20.08 To Bishop Conwell, from Parishioners of Elizabethtown, 10/29/1821, request for a 

resident priest at Elizabethtown 

 



20.09 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Dimitrius A. Gallitzin, 12/12/1821, informs Conwell 

of Gallitzin’s nomination as Bishop of Detroit; he asks to be appointed Conwell’s Vicar 

for Western Pennsylvania; gives reason why he should not be made a Bishop 

 

20.10 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Demetrius Gallitzen, 12/13/1821, seeking re-

instatement of two German Priests; mentions Bishop Fenwick’s appointment as Bishop 
of Cincinnati and Warns Conwell that Fenwick might request the annexation of the 

western part of Pennsylvania to Ohio 

 

20.11 To Cardinal Fontana, Sacred Congregation of Propagation of the Faith, from Bishop 

Conwell, 02/08/1822, Father Hogan and excommunication 

 

20.12 To Bishop Conwell, from M. Rantzau, Washington City, DC, 03/19/1822, letter sent to 

Bishop Conwell in answer to libelous articles in the newspaper 

 

20.13 To Reverend Mr. Cooper, from Reverend Daniel Barber, Windsor, Vermont, 07/29/1822, 

gives some insights in Catholicity in the area; mentions Bishop Conwell’s stop on his 

way to Canada 
 

20.14 To Bishop Conwell, from Pope Pius VII, 08/24/1822, Bull of excommunication of 

Reverend William Hogan 

 

20.66 To Monsignors Martin Kenedy, etc., New Castle, Delaware, from John and Thomas 

Maitland, Philadelphia, 09/05/1822, purchase and deed to property of St. Peter’s church, 

New Castle; mentions attitude toward trustees and extent of Philadelphia Diocese 

embracing Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware 

 

20.15 To Bishop Conwell, from Elizabeth Clarke, 04/02/1823, personal letter about her 

difficulties and troubles 
 

20.16 To Bishop Conwell, for James Walsh, from Alice Walsh, wife of James, 06/22/1823, 

requests her husband to wither come back to Ireland or to send for her and the children 

 

20.61 1823, accounts dealing with a trip throughout East coast (author unknown) 

 

20.18 To Bishop Conwell, from William Small, Dungannon, Ireland, 07/30/1824, letter of 

inquiry concerning his daughter 

20.17 To Bishop Conwell, from Patrick McNally, Drogheda, Ireland, 04/05/1824, mentions 

serious illness of Bishop Curtis and voices hope Bishop Conwell will be sent as Bishop 

 

20.19 To Bishop Conwell, from Thomas Kelly, Hancock County, Georgia, 01/02/1826, 
Friendly Letter 

 

20.20 To Bishop Conwell, from “An unworthy Member of the Church,” 04/18/1826, difficulties 

of the church in Reading 

 

20.21 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend T. Keany, Coffee Run, 12/06/1826, full time priest 

and Sunday Mass in Wilmington 

 

20.22 To Bishop Conwell, from Owen McDonald, Ebensburg, Pennsylvania, 12/26/1826, 

permission to build a church at Ebensburg 

 
20.23 To Bishop Conwell, from Elizabeth Clarke, 02/12/1827, friendly letter 

 



20.24 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Timothy O’Brien, 10/02/1827, a church on the 

borders of the diocese which the sender feels should be administered by Philadelphia 

priests.  Greater portion of congregation comes from Lancaster 

 

20.63 06/15/1828, Baptismal entry 

 
20.51 To Bishop Conwell, from Franz Varin, 07/01/1828, German letter mentioning Christina 

& Joseph Jauch 

 

20.70 1828, Copy of the Federal Constitution of the U.S. of Mexico 

 

20.25 To Bishop Conwell, from James Whitfield, Vicar General of Baltimore, 01/30/1828, 

announcement of the death of Archbishop Marechal on 01/29/1828.  Request for Solemn 

Requiem in Cathedral of St. Mary 

 

20.26 To Bishop Conwell, from John W. Carroll, St. Croix, 04/20/1828, requests Bishop to see 

placement of his orphaned children in a Roman Catholic Family 

 
20.27 To Bishop Conwell, from Mr. and Mrs. Franklin B. Smith, 03/23/1829, deed selling land 

for church in Bellefonte, Centre County, Pennsylvania 

 

20.28 To Anne O’Connor, c/o Bishop Conwell, from P. & E. O’Reilly, 09/25/1830, friendly 

letter 

 

20.29 To Bishop Conwell, from John Poiri, 11/22/1830, Bishop Dubois; mentions also Father 

Harold 

 

20.30 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., Mission of St. Francis Xavier of 

Little Bohemia, 08/30/1832, views of Mission; his career as a teacher and resident priest 
at Little Bohemia 

 

20.31 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Demetrius A. Gallitzin, 10/08/1832, alludes to other 

correspondence with Bishop Conwell; states he does not wish to be a bishop; mentions 

Conwell’s grievances 

 

20.32 To Bishop Conwell, from John Murry, Dublin, 04/04/1833, letter of recommendation for 

a Mr. John O’Neill 

 

20.33 To Bishop Conwell, from Thomas Kelly, 06/07/1833, letter from Georgia about 

conditions and land purchase 

 
20.34 To Bishop Conwell, from Margaret McGuirk, 01/11/1835, request for marriage 

certificate 

 

20.35 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., Little Bohemia, 02/09/1835, 

general situation and conditions at Little Bohemia; refers to Conwell in a Latin passage as 

“Confessor and Martyr.” 

 

20.67 To Reverend J. Keely, Laurel Hill, Pennsylvania, from John Power, 03/12/1835, Father 

Keely’s case; mentions Bishop Kenrick; arrest of John Power 

 

20.65 From John Trim, 05/13/1835, last will and testament of John Trim bequeathing $100 to 
Bishop Conwell; mentions Alms House 

 

20.36 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., Little Bohemia, 07/15/1835, 

general situation and conditions at Little Bohemia; works of praise for Conwell 



 

20.37 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 10/23/1835, a petition for help; 

mentions Little Bohemia; King of Saxony; gratitude to Bishop Conwell for past favors.  

(nine sides) 

 

20.38 To Henry McKeon in care of Bishop Conwell, from John McKeon, 05/14/1836, business 
dealings; refers to “my Reverend Uncle, the Bishop.” 

 

20.39 To William McKeon, c/o Bishop Conwell, from William W. Nally, 05/19/1836, Father 

Walsh 

 

20.40 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 07/08/1836, conditions at Little 

Bohemia; mentions Father Dubinsson, Joseph Bonaparte 

 

20.41 To Bishop Conwell, from Catherine Mallon, 10/09/1836, Friendly Letter 

 

20.42 To Bishop Conwell, from Anne O’Connor (Canada), 12/11/1836, Friendly letter; 

mentions mutual friends 
 

20.43 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 12/22/1836, Bohemia Manor; 

Jesuit farms and Little Bohemia in Cecil County, Maryland; hard times of the Jesuits 

 

20.44 To Bishop Conwell, from Matthew Carey, 02/28/1837, open letter to Irish Catholics of 

London and Dublin; publication of Vindicaiae Hibernicae; few buyers 

 

20.45 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, S.J., 10/16/1837, Little Bohemia 

 

20.46 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., Georgetown College, 

02/06/1838, thank you for Mass intentions; mentions Father McCarthy, Superior of 
Jesuits; calls Baltimore a “dull city” and in no comparison to Philadelphia 

 

20.47 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., Goshenhoppen, 05/11/1838, 

General conditions and situation 

 

20.68 To Henry McKeown, Esquire, from Hugh Sweeney, Denmark, Madison County, W. 

Tennessee, 06/01/1838, Catholic Herald 

 

20.48 To Bishop Conwell, from James O’Neill, 06/14/1838, O’Neill’s son who has left Canada 

to see Bishop Conwell to study for priesthood; threat of war 

 

20.49 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 10/10/1838, Varin’s health and 
situation; mentions Father Bally; mentions church at Goshenhoppen 

 

20.84 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Neale, S.J., 11/07/1825, copy of a deed – 

west side of Delaware Fourth Street 

 

20.71 From Public Ledger & Daily Transcript, Philadelphia, 04/27/1842, Funeral of Bishop 

Conwell 

 

20.71 To Editor of Catholic W. Instructor, 10/30/1849, a court case over the ground called St. 

Joseph’s Cemetery, Philadelphia – a letter to the Editor 

 
20.71 Picture of 11th Station of the Cross & a picture of Coat of Arms of Eugene A. Conwell 

 

20.82 Biographical dates of bishop Conwell – controversial 

 



CLB 7 There are four handwritten pages defending the Catholic Church as the true Church.  

Perhaps it is a sermon 

 

CLB25 To Bishop Conwell, from Margaret McGuirk, 01/11/1835, letter requesting that the 

Bishop forward her marriage articles to her 

 
CLB23 From John W. Carroll of St. Croix, April 20, 1828, it is a letter requesting that his orphan 

children be placed in some religious, Roman Catholic family 

 

CLB31 To the Catholic Laity of Philadelphia from Francis Patrick Kenrick, it is a letter formally 

promulgating and furnishing the Decrees of the Baltimore Provincial Council 

 

CLB24 The proceedings of the meeting of the Trustees’ of the Catholic Cathedral Church of 

Baltimore, 05/23/1821, five pages 

 

CLB22 To James Walsh in care of Bishop Conwell from Alice Walsh, 06/22/1823, asking that 

James Walsh come home or send for her and the children 

 
CLB21 To Bishop Conwell, from John Murry, Dublin, 04/04/1833, letter recommendation for 

Mr. John O’Neill 

 

CLB20 This is a copy of a memorial from Members of the Congregation of St. Mary’s to the 

Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with regard 

to the Board of Trustees and the Charter of St. Mary’s 

 

CLB19 This is a supplement to the Charter of the Trustees of St. Mary’s.  It deals with the 

election of the Trustees.  This election is scheduled for the first Monday in July, 1823 

 

CLB18 To Bishop Conwell, from James O’Neill, 06/14/1838, O’Neill’s son who has left Canada 
to see Bishop Conwell to study for priesthood; threat of war 

 

CLB17 To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 12/22/1836, Bohemia Manor; 

Jesuit farms and Little Bohemia in Cecil County, Maryland; hard times of the Jesuits 

 

CLB16 To Anne O’Connor, in care of Bishop Conwell, from P.C. O’Reilly on 09/25/1830, it is a 

letter inviting Anne O’Connor to come to Albany for a visit 

 

CLB15 To Bishop Conwell, from Catherine Mallon, 10/09/1836 – a friendly letter 

 

CLB14 To Henry McKeon in care of Bishop Conwell, from John McKeon (Henry’s Brother), 

05/14/1836, business dealings; refers to “my Reverend Uncle, the Bishop” 
 

CLB13 To William McKeon, New York in care of Bishop Conwell, Willings Alley from William 

W. Nally, 05/19/1836, it is a letter requesting McKeon and the Bishop to forward any 

correspondence from a Reverend Mr. Walsh 

 

CLB26 To Bishop Conwell, from John Poiri, 11/22/1830, it is a letter reporting on Dr. Dubois’ 

trip to Europe.  The letter mentions Father Harold as having been elected Superior of the 

Dominican House in Dublin 

 

CLB27 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, S.J., 07/01/1928, it is a letter written in German 

 
CLB3 To the Catholic Laity of Philadelphia from Francis Patrick Kenrick, Coadjutor of the 

Bishop of Philadelphia, This is a pastoral letter concerning the Provincial council held in 

Baltimore in October, 1829 – incomplete 

 



CLB1 Date:  1828, printed copy of the Federal Constitution for the United States of Mexico:  

Mexico, Secretary of Justice and Ecclesiastical Relations, Annual Report to Congress, 

01/1828, includes data on church holdings.  Coversheet handwritten:  “Mexican 

Consulate in New York.”  Correct Title: “Report [Memorandum] that in accordance with 

Article 120 of the Mexican Constitution, the Secretary of Justice and Ecclesiastical 

Relations, read before the Chamber of Deputies on 01/08/1828, & the Senate on 
01/10/1828, regarding the areas under his Ministry’s Charge” 

 

CLB2 To Bishop Conwell, from James Whitfield, Vicar General of Baltimore, 01/30/1828, It is 

a letter announcing the death of Archbishop Marechal on 01/29/1828, there is also a 

request for a solemn Requiem Mass in the Cathedral of St. Mary in Philadelphia and 

notice of the funeral of Archbishop Marechal on Saturday 02/02/1828 

 

CLB4 The Last Will and Testament of John Trim, 05/13/1835, bequeathing $100 to Bishop 

Conwell.  It also mentions the Alms House 

 

CLB6 The Last Will and Testament of Reverend Robert Molyneux, 06/13/1805, there is also 

testimony that this is a true authentic copy, 01/20/1809 
 

CLB8 To an unknown Cardinal to Bishop Conwell, 05/22/1821, concerning Father Hogan’s 

excommunication in Latin 

 

CLB9 To Cardinal Fontana of the Sacred Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith, from 

Bishop Conwell, 02/08/1822, concerning Father Hogan’s excommunication 

 

CLB11 To Bishop Conwell from Anne O’Connor, 12/11/1836, it is a friendly letter in which she 

tells the Bishop of her trip to Canada 

 

CLB69 To Bishop Conwell to a group of parishioners from Elizabeth Town, 10/29/1821, they 
petitioned Conwell to send a priest to Elizabeth Town 

 

CLB 68 A short sermon on Lent and the rules of abstinence.  Meat may be used on Sunday, 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  Palm Sunday – no meat 

 

CLB64 To Bishop Conwell from Reverend Timothy O’Brien, 10/02/1827, it concerns a church 

on the border of the Philadelphia Diocese, which Father O’Brien feels should be 

administered by Philadelphia priests.  The greater portion of the population comes from 

Lancaster 

 

CLB63 To Bishop Conwell from “A Lover of the Church of God and not of injustice,” no date.  

It is a derogatory letter to the Bishop, calling him unjust in his handling of certain matters 
in the Church of Philadelphia.  It mentions Hogancism and the Reverend William Hogan, 

and also the reactions of the Protestant Community 

 

CLB62 To Bishop Conwell, to Owen McDonald, December 26, 1826, it is a letter concerning the 

first confession of his son, noting that it is important that the sacrament first be explained 

to a child before it is received.  Also concerns permission to build a church at Ebensburg. 

 

CLB61 To Bishop Conwell to Elizabeth Clarke, no date, a friendly letter 

 

CLB 59 To Bishop Conwell, from T. Kenny, Coffe Run, PA, 12/06/1826, it concerns Wilmington 

and the Sunday obligation there.  Kenny feels that since a full-time priest is not there, it 
would not be sinful for the people to miss an occasional Sunday Mass.  Kenny concludes 

by stating that a better solution would be the appointment of a permanent priest 

 



CLB73 To Conwell, from Charles B. McGuire, a request to remain at his present parish.  It 

mentions some of the Trustee problems 

 

CLB72 11/26/1819, an indenture stating that Brigit Boyle be put under apprentice to Giles Knight 

of Ben Salem, Bucks County, to learn the art of housewifery 

 
CLB71 Remembrances of a Tavern keeper of the meeting of St. Mary’s Trustees.  No date 

 

CLB 77 To Right Reverend Conwell, from Dimitrios A. Gallitzin, 10/08/1832, in response to a 

letter from Conwell, Gallitzin mentions the attempt to make him a Bishop and he wishes 

that his name be taken off the list.  He also mentions that his name is not held in too high 

regard in Baltimore 

 

CLB76 Some arguments regarding Trusteeism, no date 

 

CLB79 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, S.J., 10/10/1838, it is another letter thanking 

Conwell for his support through the years.  It mentions the new Church at Goshenhoppen 

 
CLB80 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, S.J., 10/16/1837, it is another letter thanking 

Conwell for his support through the years 

 

CLB81 To the Irish Catholics of London and Dublin, from Matthew Carey, 02/28/1837, it 

concerns his publication of Vindicine Hibernicae.  It concerns the Irish-Catholic cause, 

both in America and abroad.  Carey is discouraged, since subscribes are few.  He believes 

this is a fine and meaningful publication. 

 

CLB82 March 23, 1829, a deed selling to Bishop Conwell a piece of ground situated in the 

borough of Bellefonte.  The ground was previously owned by a Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 

Smith 
 

CLB83 To Bishop Conwell from Francis Varin, S.J., 07/08/1836, it is a letter thanking Conwell 

for his spiritual support through the years.  Mention is made of his own situation in Little 

Bohemia 

 

CLB85 To Henry McKeon from Hugh Sweeney, 06/01/1838, it is a letter requesting a 

subscription to the authentic report of ________ in the Catholic Herald 

 

CLB78 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varren, S.J., it is a letter thanking Conwell for his 

support through the years.  There is a description of his career as a teacher of French in 

Virginia.  He mentions that he has been forbidden to say Mass by Bishop Kenrick 

(10/23/1835?) 
 

CLB86 (also 20.14), to the people of Philadelphia from Pope Pius VII, 08/24/1822, bull of 

excommunication of Father William Hogan 

 

CLB87 (also 20.10), to Bishop Conwell from Dimitrios A. Gallitzin, 12/13/1821.  It is a letter 

concerning a married clergyman, asking that he be readmitted into the Church.  Mention 

is also made of Bishop Fenwick of Cincinnati, Ohio who wishes to annex the western 

part of the Diocese of Philadelphia to that of Ohio 

 

CLB88 To Reverend J. Keely, Laurel Hill, Pennsylvania, from John Power, 03/12/1835, it speaks 

of a situation in which Keely is involved and about which Bishop Kenrick has remained 
close-mouthed.  Mentions arrest of John Power. 

 



CLB 89 To Bishop Conwell from Francis Varin, S.J., 02/09/1835, there are again recollections of 

Varin at Little Bohemia.  Refers to Conwell in a Latin passage as “Confessor and 

Martyr.” 

 

CLB90 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, 07/15/1835, there is mention again of the 

situation at Little Bohemia 
 

CLB91 To John and Thomas Maritan (?) from Monsignors Martin, Kennedy, etc, 09/05/1822, it 

is a letter informing Maritan that the Trustees voted in his favor the property of St. 

Peter’s Church in New Castle for the use and benefit of the members residing there and in 

the vicinity.  There is mention also the Catholic attitude toward Trustees and the extent of 

the Philadelphia Diocese embracing Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware 

 

CLB60 A baptismal entry, 06/15/1828 

 

CLB58 The Last Will and Testament of Anthony Groves 

 

CLB49 To Bishop Conwell from Thomas Kelly of the Hancock Company, 01/02/1826, it states 
that Kelly intends to see the Bishop at Christmas time 

 

CLB48 To Bishop Conwell, from A.J. Dallas, 06/02/1812, it is a letter questioning the validity of 

the recent election of the Trustees and a possible solution to the problem 

 

CLB52 To Bishop Conwell, unsigned, 1821.  It is a derogatory letter to Conwell in reference to 

the Father Hogan case 

 

CLB51 To Bishop Conwell, unsigned, 04/18/1826, it is a letter concerning the state of affairs in 

Reading 

 
CLB54 It is a statement by the Trustees of St. Mary’s Church, requesting the appointment of a 

pastor who must meet their qualifications.  This is after the dispute of the Hogancism 

 

CLB55 To Bishop Conwell from M. Rantzau (?), Washington City, 03/19/1822, it is a letter 

concerning an essay he had written for a newspaper 

 

CLB56 To Bishop Conwell, from Elizabeth Clarke, 04/02/1823, it is a letter telling Conwell of 

all her troubles 

 

CLB57 A sermon on “What Is a Saint” The Author is unknown, possibly Conwell 

 

CLB92 To Bishop Conwell, from Francis Varin, S.J., of Goshenhoppen, 05/11/1838, it is a letter 
thanking Conwell for his spiritual support throughout the years and a continuing 

commentary on Father Varin’s health and situation 

 

CLB50  

 

CLB30 To the Clergy of Philadelphia from Francis Patrick Kenrick, 07/30/1831, it furnishes the 

Clergy with the Decrees of the Provincial Council of Baltimore 

 

CLB38 It is a copy of some of the decrees of the First Provincial Council of Baltimore under 

Bishop Egan in 1810 

 
CLB47 To Reverend Cooper, a Catholic Priest from D. Barber, a priest, Windsor, Vermont, 

07/29/1822, there are some insights on Catholicity in the area.  There is also mention of 

Conwell’s visit there 

 



CLB46 To Bishop Conwell from Francis Varin, S.J., 06/28/1821, he asks advice of Bishop 

Conwell about the German Church in Baltimore 

 

CLB45 To Bishop Conwell from Mr. Sullivan, 04/13/1821, Mr. Sullivan, for some unknown 

reason, must leave Philadelphia for fear of his life.  He asks Bishop Conwell to take care 

of his wife and family. 
 

CLB44 To Bishop Conwell to Dimitrios A. Gallitzin, 02/09/1821, it is a letter congratulating 

Conwell on his appointment as Bishop.  The letter also warns him of the Trustee situation 

in Philadelphia.  He eludes to the problems of Bishop Egan “who died partly of a broken 

heart.” 

 

CLB43 To Bishop Conwell to Dimitrios A. Gallitzin, December 12, 1821, Loretto near Munster.  

Father Gallitzin informs Conwell that he has been nominated Bishop of Detroit.  He asks 

instead that he be appointed a Vicar to Conwell.  He would be at the command and 

disposition of the Bishop to administer Confirmation in the western part of the diocese.  

He lists reasons why he should not be made a Bishop 

 
CLB42 To Bishop Conwell to A. MacDonald, May 15, 1821, it is a letter of distress and 

consolation to Bishop Conwell about the recent events in the Philadelphia Church 

 

CLB34 To Bishop Conwell to Patrick McNally of Ireland, 04/05/1824, it is a friendly letter 

 

CLB32 To Bishop Conwell from Thomas Kelly, 06/07/1833, it is a letter reporting of land 

purchased in Georgia and his intentions to build a church on this land 

 

CLB 28 These are accounts dealing with an 1823 trip made throughout the East Coast.  The  

author is unknown 

 
CLB33 It is a copy of a contract stating that Francis Neale has legal rights to St. Joseph’s Chapel.  

However, it is not signed, filled in or sealed 

 

CLB35 It is a candid exposition of the case of Reverend William Hogan and a brief history of 

Reverend Hogan; two sides 

 

CLB37 “Answer to a false friend of the Civil and Religious Liberties of Man,”  it is a 

controversial polemic justifying the fight of the Bishop to appoint and remove priests.  It 

deals with St. Mary’s Church, Hogancism, and the Trustee controversy 

 

CLB36 It is a response to a document sent to Rome by the Bishop of Charleston.  It states that the 

Bishops of the Church hold their power by the Divine Right immediate as successors of 
the Apostles.  Reference is made to the code of Bishop England of Charleston.  A 

principle of Democracy in ecclesiastical legislation is mentioned 

 

CLB39 “A serious answer to a deceitful letter written by a false friend of the Civil and Religious 

Liberties of Man and addressed to the Roman Catholics of Philadelphia and the United 

States of America by many and nobody.” 

 

CLB29 To Bishop Conwell from Father Francis Varin, S.J., 10/23/1835, it is a petition.  Mention 

is made of Little Bohemia.  Mention is made to the King of Saxony and gratitude to 

bishop Conwell for past favors; nine sides 

 
CLB40 Elucidations of the remarks of Richard Henry Bayard on the case of the corporation 

styled.  The Trustees of the Roman Catholic Society worshipping at the Church of St. 

Mary in the city of Philadelphia; four sides 

 



No Number To Bishop Conwell, from Reverend Francis Varin, S.J., 10/17/1838, Little Bohemia 

Mission 

 

CLB67 A number of resolutions by the corporate body of the Brothers of the Order of the 

Hermits of St. Augustine 

 
CLB65 To Bishop Conwell, from Maria O’Donnell, 03/13/1817, a friendly letter 

 

CLB41 A sermon or discourse on education; five and a half sides 

 

 


